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A PARK FOR PORTSMOUTH. -

Portsmouth is justly noted as a beautiful city ; but while nature has done
much for us in this direction, art has contributed little or nothing to aid or im-
prove our advantages. The hand of God direct, and not that of man, has giv-
enus most of our adornments. Beautiful for situation, truly, is old Strawber-
ry Bank; but in none of the old and rich towns within our knowledge, have
the principal citizens during the long reach of two or more centuries, so com-
pletely ignored and disregarded the claims or expectations which the public
generally seem to entertain from those who possess large estates, in the way of
providing public grounds, buildings, institutions, &c., as here.

With the exception of the sites for the old Parade, now Market Square ; for
old Jefferson Hall, now known as the City Offices; for the Plains, now and al-
ways known as such, and now, alas! as always, lying stark and bare, a mere
sandy waste, where should long ago have been waving trees and shady bow-
ers ;—with these slight exceptions, and perhaps a few other minor gifts, this
public has received but little direct and special benefit from the many eminent
residents who have amassed fortunes or controlled ample revenues here, down
to the recent time of Mrs. Mary Cutts’ liberal bequest of $20,000 or thereabouts
for the improvement of Richards Avenue, which is now being well expended
for this purpose, and l\/[r.‘Elwyn’s valuable though rather limited gift of the
beautiful land which is just now being improved as Langdon Park.

The late John Elwyn was, all through his long life, a lover of children and
young people, as well as a great admirer of nature ; and cherished, and often
expressed. a desire to provide or promote a public mall or promenade for his
favorite city. His mother, Elizabeth Langdon Elwyn, also entertained designs
somewhat similar, as is shown by her correspondence, published herewith
and her father, Governor John Langdon, who built, and lived and died in the
elegant mansion now the residence of Mrs. Charles Burrougks, on Pleasant
Street, at one time designed to build a residence on the opposite shore of the
South Millpond, nearly on the site of the new park; and the double row of
fine elms there, which now “upward fling their arms to the sky so blue,”
were set to shade his walk from the proposed bridge to the house he never built.

All these three generations of owners thought and talked of a bridge across
the South pond, as the public generally have been thus talking for perhaps a
century or more; and it passeth all understanding, why our people should al-
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matter of name for this road or common, had decided him to solicit the change
by the trustees. The Board desiring some written request for the alteration,
for their records and for their fullest justification, received the following note
from Rev. Mr. Elwyn :— ‘

S PorTsaouTn, N. II., May 19, 1876.

MR. TREDICK: Dear Sir: Your favor is received, and I hasten to comply with the
request of the Park trustees, as conveyed by you.

It seems to me that nothing can be more authoritative than the stipulation made by
Mrs. Langdon Elwyn, the late Gov. Langdon’s daughter, in a letter found by me
among Mr. John Elwyn’s papers. Mr. Foster has kindly copied that portion of it
pertinent to the subject in hand, which he will lay befere the Board. -

Accordingly, in the name of justice and patriotism, Ibeg to express the earnest
wish that, on the coming day, the land be nanied “Langdon Park,” and so named be
presented to the citizens of Portsmouth. Thank the trustecs for affording me this
privilege, and believe me : Yours very truly,

AL¥RED ELWYN.

The following are the portions of his grandmother’s letter referred to, which

are relevant to the point :—

NEw YoRrK, Nov. 15, 1850.

Dear Johm: Yours of 13th received, ete. * Will the road destroy the rising
ground in one field and the trees in the other, which I have loved to look at from
my infancy ? My father always wished a bridge to be built over the pond. * * *
Provided the bridge he built to your satisfaction, and the road marked out not to my
injury, I will agree to your proposition and give the‘land'requisite for the making the
road — stipulating, however, that if it be named for any person it may be the owner
of the land seventy years since; no one of the other name ¢ver owned those lots—nor
would 1 give the one hundredth part of an inch of ground were that name to be even
thought of.

1 shall like to sec a pretty bridge across where I so often heard it talked of in child-
hood, and to drive over it and through or over the very spot first thought of for the
house now overlooking it on the other side the stream. Let me hear again, and do all
for the best—I am in earnest as well as you. Affectionately, -

Eriza LANGDON ELwWYN.

Rev. James DeNormandie, the orator of the day, was then introduced by the
chairman, as one who needs no introduction; and who although not a son of
Portsmouth, is the next thing to it, and has endeared himself to all by the live-
ly interest he has ever manifested in all our present local affairs and our local
history. Mr. DeNormandie delivered the following finely written address, in
which be evinced his usual research and thorough acquaintance with his sub-
ject, both special and general ;

* ok

first settlers,

ADDRESS

BY REV.JAMES DENORMANDIE.

—_— 00— \

It often falls to the lot of one generation
to repair the destructions of the preceding.
Wihat the necessities of an early civilization
require us to cut down, the equal necessi-
ties of a fuller culture may plead with us to
restore.  The forests which covered this
surrounding space as far as our vision ean
1'each,_ and met the yearning gaze of our
called forth their wildest
praises, and became a large part of their
wealth.

It is 274 years since the spirit of enter-

prise for establishing eolonics, and explor-"

ing the fabled riches of this continent,
which was most active in the French, Eng-
lish, Spanish and Portugese in the 17th
century—dresw near to olr harbor. At that
time there was no European family along
the whole line of the sea from Florida
to Greenland. In Marel, 1602, Gosuold,
an adventurer associated with the distin-
guished Sir Walter Raleigh, sailed for
America, with a small “vessel, sighted the
coust of Maine, gave the name to Cape
Cod, and after some (iiscom‘agements gave
up his plan and returned with a cargo of
Sassafras root, then one of the njost prized
among medicines, and bringing such ex-
travagant prices that it was one of the most
valuable freights that could be taken to the
sick of the old world. Itis in memory of
this first visiow of our shore, as well for its

- 0wn beauty, that I have tried to find a fine

Speclmen of the Sassafras tree, to set out in
this park. The voyagers were enraplured

by the landscape of our coast, and onec of
them after returning, wrote, ‘we stood
awhile as ravished at the beautie, and deli-
cacy of the sweetness.” :

In 1603 another expedition, this time
from Bristol, came .across the ocean, and in
the month of June entered our harbor, and
left, if not a permanent settlement, another
testimony ‘*‘te the goodly groves and
woods” along the banks of our river. In
1623 this spirit of enterprise took for us a
more definite form, and with results lasting
unto the present day. There were two
persons, Sir Ferdinando Gorges and Capt.
John Mason, conspicuous in energy, adven-
ture, and faith in the final snccess of plant-
ing colonics here. *1 doubt not,” writes
Gorges, ‘it will prove a very flourishing
place, and be replenished with many fair
towns and cities, it being a province both
frnitfol and pleasant.” A prophecy which
has iind ample fulfilment.

Perhaps we shall never know beyond
doubt, the name of the vessel, or the duy or
month which brought the first colony to the
mouth of our harbor. It may have been a
barque belonging to the father of young
Francis Champernowne, who afterward
ownell extensive possessions in Greenland
and Kittery, from whom on the early maps,
Chauncy Creek was called Champernowne
Crecel. It surely was close to this season
of the year. The traces of that settlement,
the foundation stones of Mason's Manor
Hall, of the blacksmith shop near by, the
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From Mr. S. J. Nowell.
New York, May 19th, 1876.

My Dear Sir: Tt is with regret that Tfind myself unable to be present at your gath-
ering for the inauguration of Elwyn Park. I should have shared most heartily the
pleasares of the occasion, and congratulate you, and your co-laborers on the too long
delayed promise of this additional beauty in old Portsmouth., Nature has crowned her
with so many attractions that her vencrable beauty needs no added adornmient, but in
all the other ways in which a Parlk ornaments a eity, elevates and cultivates its people,
and affords a pleasure ground for the safe and healthful recreation of the voune, vour
work is a creation for which future generations will ““rise up and call you" blcsged.” I
sincerely hope your enterprise will be pushed until the Elwyn Park, includes the pond,
handsomely curbed, encircled by a shaded drive, spanned by a graceful bridge, and
afloat with pleasure boats. With best wishes for the rapid and S}itisfuctory p‘i‘o"ro:\'s
of all your plans, =

Most. truly yours,

SAMUEL of. NOWELL.
To Frank W. Miller, Esq., and others, Portsmouth. .

From Rev. E. A, Rand.
. South Boston, May 19th, 1876.
F. W. Miller, Esq., [)em(" Sir: Let me congratulate you on the tree planting.
Gmnq idea. I am coming luesday. Willand [ will bring our own trees and set out
a family souvenir, Glad you remembered Odiorne’s Point in the date you chose.
Truly yours,
. Epwarp A. Raxp.

From Mrs. E. 8. C. Tilton,

Cambridee, Mass., May 22d, 1876
Mr. Miller, Deqr Sir: Ihave accepted your kind invitation to be one of the cen-
tennial ladies to plant o tree in the Elwyn Park. My selection is a Weeping Elm to
be forever known as the Cushman Elm.  This day is the anniversary of the  death of
my dear father. A generation has passed away, and 1 wish to give sienificance to the

name. = =
Truly yours,
1. S. Cusmyax TinLTON.

From T. Bailey Aldrich.

., A letter was received from Thomas Bailey Aldrich of Cambridee. but unfortunately
it has got mislid. He expressed his warm interest in t]yq 1)1.(,.10&6;1 Park, his reeret
at being unavoidably detained at Cambridge, and gave the promise at some future
day of *‘sctting a tree which should be for the henefit of the *Bad Boy’ of the next
generation.”
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The foregoing account is designed to include all the services from the public
stand; but as the record is made up solely f{'om memory, there may be
omissions: and some letters may have been mislaid. At the close of.these ex-
ercises the operatives of the Kearsarge Mills planted what the Chronicle calls
¢¢5 tall and mysterious tree,” that is, there is, asinsome other instances here,
a difference of opinion as to the variety,—whether hornbean, button\\'ood,.ol.
what. The Chronicle reporter says: *“The ceremony was mtersperse-d with
good chorus singing, selections by the drum corps, and most1 a}?pr?pr}ate re-
marks by Mr. Bryant, one qf the overseers. The Mill pef)p 3, m% uldlflg the
managers, were all clothed in smiles, and many of them alfn_le \le 1r arge and
rare bouquets—and they, like everybody else, made a day ofit, an , W elev'bound
to have a good time generally. And they fhd. Tlus. ﬁCCﬂSIOn was el\ lc(ilentklly
regaded on all hands as an event. Business genera ly \l:'astl susPerél( ed, the
stores were closed, and the people flocked to the grounds by thousands.

«The Daughters of Rebekah also had appropriate sel'\'lceézt Fl;e g-ro‘i(:i’ Rev.
Mr. Goss making a brief address ; Sir Knight Charles \V.h Z}IL nfn. ad rissed
the Pythians most happily at their beautiful bower ; and there ivere perhaps
other services.” : ' .

««The occasion was a happy one, the onl_\.r' drawbaclk bemg.cich-e gzllther 1.11.gh
wind. The scene presented was charming indeed, forél Cto}:frlliﬁmf fac};g;gotr_l
of which the public were indebted to the owners qf thel ou o fllil 0(1)f the} :
ing to forego their business for the day, and keeping t 1e1 pS R stfm({ thé
and to Mr. Thomas S. Gay, who voluntarily decorated the spes and,
gate and grounds with flags and streamers.”

We also copy from the Daily Chronicle the following pﬂl‘zlgl‘aphs relating to

arborial proceedings subscquent to the opening day :

icat ir tree on theevening of
«‘The Women’s Temperance League dedicated their g

May 29th, Rev. Mr. Goss and others officiating-
artment of Jarvis & Co’s hosiery

The fem: erativ ishing dep C
+.The female operatives of the finishing def light, on Wednesday evening of

mill planted a tree at Langdon Park, by moon
last week.”

. is older than the reg-
««The Marine Corps was organized Nov. 10, 1775, and is o‘ ) o
ulurTArmy or Navy.1 Lient. Frank D. .VVebster \Vlt}l;lufi' ;/«}E;C;;fhmiz: 182151;::1—_
der his command planted a rock maple in Lzmgdon1 ‘1tgd e ’in Center
nial recognition of the fact. Lieut. Webster also }3 mkilled s o mem ir{
of his deceased brother, Henry C. Webster, who was

i ; +q Virginia waters.
the navy, on a gunboat in an engagement in g

«The whole number of trees now consmlerablx ff;i‘e(tOLT,l}:reléglzng?é all;?t
when you are in the Park there are ‘rees to the righ o ety one <has
of you, trees in front of youy butit does not yTt ﬂggle on very  saccessfully
blundered’ in the matter. On the contrary, all has g ,

romises thus to continue. .
all‘Ci'lfhe dedication of the tree planted at Langdon .Park ‘%y the teachers and
) Saturday afternoon, June 3d.

scholars of the Haven School toolk place on












