
Safe Water Advisory Group
March 7th, 2023 | 6:30-8:30pm

Hybrid Meeting: Portsmouth City Hall Conference A and Zoom



Agenda

1. SWAG survey results 

2. Year in review 2022 

3. Legislative update / EPA MCL update 

4. Dover NH Tolend Landfill presentation 

5. Q&A 

6. Public Comment 



SWAG Survey Update

● 10 SWAG 
members 
completed it

● Tuesday & 
Wednesdays were 
the best days to 
meet

● 6:30-8:30pm was 
the best meeting 
time

Future Topics:

• Other sources of PFAS in the City that could impact water supply (ie 
artificial turf, car washes, solar panels, landfills) - 7 votes

• Public outreach around watershed and drinking water sources - 7 votes
• Legislative updates - 7 votes
• How City emergencies impact water supply - 4 votes
• Coakley Landfill's impacts to drinking water - 4 votes
• Legionnaires - 3 votes
• Overall Water Supply Infrastructure - 1 vote
• Wastewater - 1 vote
• Cesium-137 - 1 vote
• Lead & issues impacting children - 1 vote



Portsmouth Water – 2022 Year in Review

Safe Water Advisory Group
March 7, 2023



2022 Weather

Second Half 
of Year -
Normal

First Half of 
Year - Dry
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2022 Weather Summary (Boston Globe)

 Average Temperature was 53.7 degrees
 1.7 degrees above normal (since 1872)

 July – 3rd warmest (150 years)
 August – 3rd warmest (150 years)
 November – 7th warmest (150 years)





Well Levels – 12 Year Trends: Good
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Water Supply
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Water Balance
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Portsmouth – Bellamy Reservoir
Source Water Protection Efforts
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2018
71 Acres 2020

107 Acres

Est. 2023
45 Acres

2018
70 Acres

(City of Dover)





Collins Well Upgrades

 New well complete and well screen 
installed

 Well purging/cleaning this week and 
next

 Pump testing complete
 Awaiting response from NHDES 

regarding approval

Existing 
Collins Well

New
Collins Well B



Little Bay Water Transmission 
Main Replacement  Wetlands permit proceeding with 

NHDES
 Working with landowners for 

construction site access agreements
 Town of Durham:

 Wagon Hill 
 180 Piscataqua Way

 Newington – Town property
 Bid in June/July 2023

 Allow time for contractor to 
procure pipe

 Construction, winter of 2023/2024



Portsmouth – Dover
Emergency Interconnection

 $223,000 grant to fund design of 
pipe across bicycle/pedestrian 
bridge

 $7.2 Million cost estimate
 $3.5 Million Congressional Earmark 

for Construction
 We will continue to pursue other 

grant funds to pay for construction
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Madbury Well Upgrades

 - Complete
 Well 4R
 New Well 5



Water Quality

 Both water systems met 
all drinking water 
standards in 2022
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Pease Water PFAS 
Treatment System Performance
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PFAS Average – 12 Month Rolling
New Hampshire Regulated Compounds

- All Sources In Compliance (January-December 2022)
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PFHxS ng/L 18 0 0 0 0 0 7 2 1 0

PFOS ng/L 15 0 0 0 0 0 5 3 4 0

PFOA ng/L 12 3 2 4 3 0 5 3 4 0

PFNA ng/L 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



New Hampshire DES Annual Water System Site Visit
December 22, 2022

 We commend the managers of the water system for a well 
operated system through continuous maintenance efforts and 
regularly planned capital improvements.

 The operators of the water utility continue to be pro-active in 
all aspects of operations including water conservation, 
communication with the stakeholders and the general public, 
and developing a succession plan for staffing.
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Legislative Update

Representative David Meuse











EPA PFAS MCL Update

Anticipate proposed MCLs very soon



Tolend Landfill Presentation

City of Dover



Q&A



Public Comment



Next Meeting

● TBD – June 2023
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